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A drawing depicting these two matrices was found among of Paul’s materi-
als after his death. It was not included in the original Matlas publication. Obviously 
Paul intended to add this material to his Matlas. The drawings are his and the 
calligraphy “Giant” and “English Display” also is his.

Giant matrices were generally punched in aluminum. Very old Giant matrices 
were electrodeposited and therefore were copper. Giant matrices appeared in three 
different sizes depending on the size and width of the letter image they would carry. 
Drive of all Giant matrices was .065".

English display matrices were either 1 inch square or 1¼ inch square depend-
ing on the size of the letter image they would carry. Most English display matrices 
were made of copper encased in a very fine coating of chrome. Very old English display 
matrices were not chrome plated. Drive of these matrices was .050" for sizes up to and 
including 36 point. Sizes larger than 36 point had a drive of .065".

Rich Hopkins

Giant Caster Matrices & English Display Matrices
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Display Matrices for Individual Casting
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Legend
All matrices are 7 points (.096") thick unless 
shown with side view, which is provided to 
show unique configuration, where it exists. 
  1	 English display matrix 1 inch square. 

Drive .050" except all over 36 pt. .065".
  2	 English display matrix 1¼ inch square 

for larger characters. Drive same as 1 
above. Chrome plated copper.

  7	 Largest possible American Giant matrix 108 points wide cast 
sideways on 72 pt. body. .065” drive.

  8	 Electrodeposited matrix made by original Thompson Type 
Machine Company before absorption into Lanston organiza-
tion. Made to Linotype (.043") drive.

  9	 American standard electrodeposited chamfered mat .050".
10	 American standard chamfered matrix driven in aluminum. 

.050". These largely replaced the electdrodeposited matrices 
after World War II.

11	 Electrodeposited matrix made and sold by Baltimore Matrix 
Co., commercial mat-making wing of Baltotype. .050” drive.

12	 Engraved in nickel for internal use only. Made by Baltotype. 
.050" drive.

13	 Engraved in brass for internal use by Monsen Type Service, 
Chicago. .050" drive.

14	 Matrix made for Composotype machine by that company 
before it was absorbed by the Thompson Type Machine 
Company. Drive uncertain, but probably .043".

15	 Original foundry matrix made for hand casting and here modi-
fied for use on pivotal caster. Drive and dimensions vary from 
one font to another.

16	 Original foundry matrix made before advent of American Type 
Founders. Drive and dimensions vary from one font to another.

17	 American Type Founders electrodeposited matrix. Drilling on 
side makes the matrix usable with two different Barth-style 
casters. Drive varies from font to font. Dimensions vary greatly.

All matrices are              
shown actual size. 

16

17

  3	 English-style display matrix 1 inch square. Drive 
.050". Engraved in nickel by the firm Experto 
Industrial in India.

  4	 American Lanston flat matrix made for Thomp-
son caster in 42 and 48 pt. only. Drive .050".

  5	 American Giant punched in aluminum 42 pt. and 
larger .065" drive. Matrix dimensions became 
larger as the image itself required. 

  6	 Engraved (in nickel) matrix made to Giant 
Caster specifications by Baltotype.
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